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As part of our strategic plan-
ning, OWA is inviting people 
from agencies, park districts, 
environmental organizations, 
academia and beyond to join 
our efforts in providing the 
highest level of protection for 
Ohio’s wetlands. We are build-
ing a network of experts, au-
thorities and concerned citi-
zens to form a state-wide non-
profit that benefits all of  
Ohio’s wetlands.  

Ohio’s remaining wetlands pro-
vide valuable public services in 
terms of water management 
and biological diversity. As 
climate change continues to 
impact Ohio, the need for 
these services will only in-
crease.  

Demand for water and space 
continues to put pressure on 
wetlands, and even with Clean 
Water Act restrictions in place, 
wetland quality and quantity 
are still in serious jeopardy. 
OWA, as an independent wet-
land advocacy organization, 
can help influence public opin-

ion, promote environmental 
education, contribute to scien-
tific understanding and share 
the joy of natural wetland  
environments. 

This wetland summit and advi-
sory meeting will encourage 
wetland authorities and advo-
cates to work together to im-
prove wetland protection and 
scientific understanding. As an 
association we want to make 
Ohio better known as a ‘green-
belt’ than a ‘rust-belt’. 

Join us at the Grange Insur-
ance Audubon Center, Down-
town Columbus from 9:30am 
to 3pm.  

Registration is Required 

Go to our website OHwet-
lands.org and navigate to the 
Wetlands Summit page where 
you will be able to download a 
pdf of the registration form. 

Registration includes morning 
snacks and vegetarian lunch. 
Free for current Members of 
OWA.  Please bring your own 

re-usable coffee mug. Non-
members pay a $20 registra-
tion which includes basic 
membership in OWA.  

Please send your advanced 
registration by November 21, 
2012. On-site registration will 
not include food. 

Presenters will include 
Christie Vargo,  Director of 
the Center, who will tell us 
about the center’s history 
and status. Jim McCormac, 
the author of Birds of Ohio 
and Wild Ohio, is an avian 
education specialist with the 
Ohio  
Division of Wildlife. Jim will  
tell us of wetland restoration 
in “Bringing Back the San-
dusky Plains”. Mick Micac-
chion, retired OEPA wetland 
specialist will give us an as-
sessment of the state of 
Ohio’s wetlands. Ray Stew-
art, President of  OWA/
FOWL will provide a brief 
history of the organization 
and ambitions for its future. 

 

See: OHwetlands.org for Wetlands Summit and registration information. 



Join us for a fall tour of the beauti-
ful restored prairie at NASA 
Plum Brook in Sandusky on 
October 13th from 2pm to 
5pm. Registration is required. 
Call John Blakeman at 419-
433-5639 by October 6th. 
NASA does a security check in 
advance and requires a picture 
ID at the gate. 

Plum Brook Station is a 6400-acre 
remote test installation site that 
is home to unique, world-class 
test facilities.  

Space Power Facility   
Home of the world's largest 

space environment simulation 
chamber, the facility has tested 
parts of rockets, Mars landers 
and space stations.  

Hypersonic Tunnel Facility  
A unique wind tunnel designed 
to test air-breathing propulsion 
systems at speeds exceeding 5 
times the speed of sound.  

Spacecraft Propulsion Research 
Facility  
This is the world's only test 
facility capable of full-scale 
rocket engine firings and 
launch vehicle system level 

tests at high-altitude condi-
tions.  

Cryogenic Propellant Tank Facility  
This smaller space-
environment test chamber 
allows safe, large-scale experi-
ments using super-cold liquid 
hydrogen. Together with the 
CCL facility, these facilities 
compose the Cryogenic Test 
Complex.  

Blakeman manages 3000 acres of 
this gated facility to restore 
and enhance prairie communi-
ties by seeding and seasonally 
burning it. 

Prairie Tour at NASA Plum Brook 

meant to be at least semi perma-
nent if not permanent.  Even 
since the recent heavy rains the 
ponds have very little water and 
the mud is starting to crack. This 
is a problem for wetland obligate 
plant species and their failure 
would diminish the quality of the 
vernal pools.   

Dozens of trees were planted 
around these new pools and 
many of them have died. The 
large mature trees in the upland 
area are not particularly healthy 
so the new trees are important. 
They are crucial species too – 
varieties of red oak and white 
oak and other native species.  I 
think some will leaf out next 
spring but if the ponds are to 
succeed they must have trees to 
provide the leaf litter for the mi-
cro-organisms to eat and be-
come food for the animals of the 
vernal pools – vertebrate and 
invertebrate.  Trees provide 
shade that will retard plant 
growth, an essential feature for 
upland wooded vernal pools that 
are the habitat of mole salaman-
ders.  Shade also keeps the 
pools from getting too warm.  

The heat is worse in the urban 
habitat.  The expanse of pave-
ment and asphalt roofing in-
creases the temperature and the 

city has a number of practices 
and policies that are degrading 
our “Forest City”. The large tree 
species that would provide 
cooler air are allowed to deterio-
rate and they are not replaced, in 
preference for trees that do not 
reach the height of the electrical 
wires overhead. These little trees 
are incapable of creating shade 
from sufficient height to achieve 
the volume of cooled air neces-
sary to make a difference and 
the temperature rises unabated.  
The increased heat means that 
the little trees do not thrive.  
Trees and wetlands are not on 
the agenda of the Department of 
Sustainability 

This year Cleveland, like many 
other cities, became a heat is-
land repelling rain.  We would 
watch a storm approaching on 
the radar but by the time it left 
Elyria it would split sending 
some of the rain to Akron and 
the rest of it out into the lake.  
Sometimes the precipitation 
would evaporate before it hit the 
ground. This has been our 
weather pattern for the last 3 
months. The result is shrinking 
wetlands that are supposed to 
recharge the soil and maintain 
the water table so the warming 
and drying tendency accelerates.  

Last month three little green 
frogs found the pond Scott built 
in his backyard on 42nd St. They 
were playful and, to commit a 
blatant anthropomorphism, 
looked really proud and happy 
sitting on the rocks around the 
edge and the submerged rock in 
the middle.  They had found 
water.  Their habitat, the semi-
permanent vernal pools down 
the wooded hillside between the 
railroad tracks, had been drying 
out and these little guys like to 
be in or near water.   

I’ve been watching the vernal 
pools in the Brooklyn Centre 
neighborhood of Cleveland since 
I moved here in 2001 and during 
that time what I’ve observed is a 
matter for increasing concern.  A 
few years ago I found the only 
adult spotted salamander I’ve 
seen here - squashed dead in 
the middle of the all-purpose trail 
leading from the Meadow Ridge 
area of the Brookside Reserva-
tion. So I know they’re here. 

This year the pools in the Brook-
side Reservation are really dry. 
You might think this is no prob-
lem for an ephemeral habitat but 
the new large pools in the 
Meadow Ridge area were dug 
deeply for the purpose of am-
phibian propagation. They were 
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There are all kinds of maneuvers that developers and others 
use to alter wetlands either by acting like the laws don’t exist 
or that they don’t apply to them. Over 90% of Ohio’s original 
wetlands are gone. Federal and state regulations are in place 
to provide some protection to those wetlands that remain. 
Still, wetlands are under attack, and in the case of the Saw‐
mill Wetlands in Columbus, under attack with the compli‐
ance and possible collusion of the state agencies we trust for 
their safe‐keeping.  
 
The Sawmill State Wetland Education Center is a small (17.85 
acre) rare remnant of wetland forest near Sawmill Road in 
northwest Columbus. Development in the last few decades 
has surrounded this green island with concrete and asphalt, 
for commercial, residential and transportation needs.  This 
development has resulted in the loss of green spaces, forests 
and other similar forested wetlands. In fact, the Sawmill set‐
aside only exists as a result of the regulations that protect 
wetlands.  Individuals seeking to alter (drain, fill, or other‐
wise impact) wetlands are required to apply for and receive a 
permit from federal regulators.  The permit requires that 
when wetlands are altered other wetland areas must be pre‐
served, restored or created in exchange for the filling or 
draining of existing wetlands.  
Sawmill, a natural wetland, was set aside for this purpose. 
Title was given to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR) with a deed restriction. Word for word on the deed 
dated the 8th of February, 1996 says, “The foregoing convey‐
ance is granted and accepted on the condition that the real 
property be used and occupied solely for public purposes.” 
Presently, this property is unmaintained, fenced, gated, 
locked and may be entered by appointment only.  
 
ODNR has signed an agreement to sell this entire Sawmill 
Wetland property to a developer. As developable land, this 
property would be worth many millions. In exchange, ODNR 
would receive a 43 acre parcel of land along the Olentangy 
River. The estimated market value of the Olentangy property 
is $1.3 million.  Additionally, reports indicate that the s 
‘highly impacted' and does not have the soils necessary to 
create and maintain wetlands. Even a land swap ratio of 
2.4:1 is no bargain. If the land is not suitable for wetland 
creation, then the ODNR is simply taking on a liability with‐
out any hope of providing the services of a natural wetland 
or the educational purpose for which the Sawmill Wetlands 
was intended.  
 
Although the local loss from this action will be immeasur‐
able, the policy precedent for wetlands across the State of 
Ohio would be even greater. If the state sells land that was 
set aside and protected under both state and federal wet‐

land regulations, there could be serious jeopardy to Clean 
Water Act protections everywhere. Natural, high quality 
wetlands are extremely rare. Casting aside those protected 
wetlands in favor of poor or created wetlands in other 
places portrays a total disregard of the services these wet‐
lands provide and ignorance of the incredibly poor success 
rate of created wetlands Simply put, you can’t just move a 
wetland.  
 
A question worth asking for the community around the 
Sawmill Wetlands is what the loss of this habitat would 
mean to them. For those who appreciate wildlife, there 
would be an immediate impact. Very likely, the diversity of 
birds that come to feeders and visit the homes or local resi‐
dents would be reduced. Many birds will breed and feed in 
the Sawmill Wetlands and move out where there are attrac‐
tions, like trees, shrubs, feeders, ponds, etc. The Wetlands 
likely serve as an anchor for wildlife that we enjoy. Other 
natural services would include the cooling effect and wind 
shaping advantages that tall trees provide. These effects are 
only likely to impact immediate neighbors.  
 
Most wetland services relate to a broader community in 
more subtle ways. As water is captured, it moves down 
stream more slowly, reducing surges and floods while sup‐
plying the needs of local vegetation. Sawmill Wetlands also 
process millions of gallons of storm water each year, free to 
the taxpayer. . Although the immediate wetland may take a 
hit and become degraded as a result, the downstream wa‐
tershed receives higher quality waters that pass through. 
The lack of such wetlands, especially in urban communities, 
contributes to poor river systems. The highly developed and 
modified Greater Columbus Area is deficient in natural wet‐
lands.  
Ever more so, the educational opportunity of the Sawmill 
Wetlands would be better exploited in its present location, 
where there is a high density population and schools that 
could take advantage of a more accessible wetland. The 
teaching and learning opportunities are priceless should the 
original mission and general purpose of this refuge be more 
fully experienced.  

Sawmil l  Wet lands 
by Ray Stewart  



Artistic wetlands-appreciators of all ages – WANTED  your original wetlands art!!! 

The OWA will be hosting a wetlands-themed art show at the Elyria Public Library for the month 
of January, 2013.  

Do you paint?  Take photos?  Sculpt?  Sew?  If your subjects include wetlands areas or the plants 
and creatures that inhabit them, this art show is for you! 

Prizes will be awarded during the OWA Marsh Madness festivities on February 2, 2013.Watch for 
more details in the next issue of the OWA newsletter!!!!!!   

Contact art@ohwetlands.org 

Wetland Art Show 

Swan 1 Won!  Patricia Cook 

Marsh Madness Feb.  2nd 

and Scott, our intrepid crew.  
Although the good ship FOWL 2 
and her well seasoned crew 
made a fine showing, we did not 
win the coveted junk trophy that 
year. To the total chagrin of our 
entire boat team, we were, as 
Daryl blithely put it, “out-cheated 
by the boy scouts”!  The shame 
of it all!!!!!!! 

But we then had an entire year 
to lick our wounds and plot and 
plan.  

This summer our team re-
grouped with a renewed determi-
nation that THIS YEAR we would 
prevail!!!!! Although most of our 
first thoughts were of ways to 
modify our last year’s entry to 
make it more streamlined and 
faster, we were soon diverted 
away from that plan. Our fear-
less leader, Ray, announced that 
we should make it into a swan 
and go for STYLE points. Al-

The Cleveland 
Museum of Natu-
ral History’s an-
nual Lake Erie 
Boat Float is a 
wild celebration of 
creativity and en-
vironmental con-
sciousness rais-
ing.  The goal is to 
educate people 
about the prob-
lems of plastic 
pollution in the 
Great Lakes. The 
challenge was to 

create a sailable boat out of re-
cyclable post-consumer TRASH.  

Last year the FOWL craft entry 
was a remarkably sea worthy 
catamaran fashioned mainly out 
of two rows of joined empty plas-
tic barrels.  Old lawn chairs were 
attached with used oxygen tub-
ing to provide seating for Helen 

though I did not embrace this 
idea fully at first, we all humored 
him, as is appropriate whenever 
encountering a totally crazy per-
son with wildly impractical ideas. 
But soon we were all totally de-
voted to the creation of Swan I – 
we were focused to create a 
craft of beauty and grace!  We 
dedicated our efforts to the 
memory of our friend Dr. Wallace 
Wendt – a wonderful man who 
had worked to restore the Trum-
peter Swan back to the wilds of 
Ohio. 

The day of the race was rapidly 
approaching.  Everyone had 
many other commitments; every-
one always has far too many 
things to do.  If boats could be 
built from excuses, we would 
have had an entire fleet ready for 
the race at this point! But some-
how we all eventually managed 
to make time.  Our team toiled 

2013 not because we are Mad, but 
because this day in mid-winter is 
the anniversary of the signing of 
the international Ramsar Accord 
on wetlands. Some say it is folly to 
host an event at this time of year in 
Cleveland. Well, the word 
‘madness’ is in the title for a rea-
son.  

The logic for such timing is that the 
wetland field biologists are not in 

the field at that time of year and 
may be available to attend. The 
more guttural yearning for a wet-
land event is that spring starts 
early in our vernal pools and wet-
lands. The busiest time of year 
follows mid-winter by days if not 
weeks. It is a time . when thawing 
is about to begin. We cock our 
ears to listen for the first spring 
peeper and anticipate the sala-
mander migrations.   

Last February Ohio Wetlands As-
sociation held its first Marsh Mad-
ness event. This was a coming out 
party for OWA since it was the first 
public event where we used the 
new OWA name to identify our-
selves. We have worked under the 
name of Friends of Wetlands 
(FOWL) for 20 years but have now 
taken on a new mission and lead-
ership.  We have chosen to have 
another Marsh Madness event in 

Announcing 

another Marsh 

Madness event 

in 2013, please 

save the date.  
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As a lover of wetlands and 
wild waters I treasure the 
time I spend with nature. 
Whether they are tiny in-
sects, fish, frogs or birds, 
they are all natural won-
ders that inspire a reverent 
respect for life. As an envi-
ronmental leader I know 
that, unchecked, many 
abuses will befall these 
habitats. Without the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) that pro-
tects these public assets 
from commercial excesses, 
major rivers would be little 
more than open sewers, our 
lakes would be populated 
with toxic fish. After all, 
that was happening before 
the CWA was enacted. 

Over 90% of Ohio’s wet-
lands have disappeared due 
to agriculture and develop-
ment. While much of that 
alteration of the natural 
environment has made 
modern human life possi-
ble, it has concurrently 
eliminated 90% of the 
wildlife that once lived in 
these wetlands. Across the 
state, the country and in-
deed the world, wetland 
animals are the most en-
dangered. Protecting our 
waters and wetlands are 
important for reasons other 
than wildlife as well. For 
instance, wetlands help 
mitigate flooding, filter 
hazardous materials and 

recharge groundwater that 
is essential for all those 
who depend on well water. 

In Ohio, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates that 60 percent of 
streams have no other 
streams flowing into them, 
and that 45 percent do not 
flow year-round. Under the 
most recent Supreme Court 
decision, these smaller wa-
ter bodies’ protections are 
questioned. 

The EPA also says that 
5,285,318 people in Ohio 
receive some of their 
drinking water from areas 
containing these smaller 
streams and that at least 
1,243 facilities located on 
such streams currently 
have permits under the fed-
eral law regulating their 
pollution discharges. 
In view of all of 
these facts, perhaps 
it’s not surprising 
that Ohio joined 
over 30 states in 
asking the Supreme 
Court to uphold 
broad legal protec-
tions for small tribu-
taries and their adja-
cent wetlands. 

Sadly, for the last 
decade, CWA pro-
tections for these streams 
and wetlands have been 
eroding, leaving our prized 

fishing, swim-
ming, and boating 
waters, and our 
drinking water at 
risk. 

As it turns 40, this Admini-
stration is taking steps to 
restore CWA protections 
for these vital streams and 
wetlands. I aggressively 
support this Administra-
tion’s actions to restore 
long-standing protections 
for millions of wetland 
acres and stream miles na-
tionwide, and to help en-
sure clean and healthy wa-
ters for all Americans. The 
Administration is poised to 
take action to clarify the 
need to protect our waters 
under the CWA, and I en-
courage them to move 
quickly for clean, safe wa-
ter. 

Clean Water Act  

By Ray Stewart 

Swimable, 

Drinkable, 

Fishable Water 
Logo courtesy of the 

Potomac Riverkeepers 
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 In January of 
1979, a young 
Dr. David Klarer 
became the first 
“research coor-
dinator” at the 
Old Woman 
Creek National 
Estuarine Sanc-
tuary, the first 
scientist in the 

national network of then-called 

“Sanctuaries.” Dr. Dave retired 
at the end of July after a 33+ 
year career as the first and only 
research coordinator of the Old 
Woman Creek National Estua-
rine Research Reserve. David 
planned the laboratories and 
lured numerous investigators to 
the Reserve.  
 
During his tenure, David helped 
establish the Reserve as a Great 
Lakes center for coastal wetland 

ecological research. Research-
ers from many institutions 
around the Great Lakes and 
other countries have conducted 
wetland research at the Re-
serve, yielding over 200 scien-
tific publications. On a national 
level, Dr. Dave helped develop 
the Reserve monitoring program 
and contributed his expertise to 
many Reserve system initiatives 
and projects.  

Dr. Dave Retires  

from an article by Frank Lopez, Manager OWCNERR 

the very most beautiful boat I 
have ever seen in my life. Sigh. 
We hooted and cheered and 
patted ourselves and each other 
on our backs until our arms were 
sore.  We had done it! 

However, we still had much to 
do.  Transporting Swani’s nine-
and-a-half foot expanse provided 
still more challenges.  How 
would we transport her to the 
water’s edge from the parking lot 
at Edgewater? How could we 
ensure that her long neck and 
delicate head will not suffer the 
rush of the wind as she flies 
down the highway at 70mph on 
the way to the race? We nestled 
her snugly into the back of Alan’s 
pickup truck and braced and tied 
and bungied her securely in 
place, and waited for the big day. 

On the day of the race a cold 
front moved in. It churned Lake 
Erie into a surfer’s paradise with 
waves righteous and gnarley that 
threatened to turn the junk craft 
entries into flotsam and jetsam – 
back into, well, TRASH! Al-
though huge piles of trash wash-
ing up on the beach MIGHT 
have helped drive home the 
awareness of the plastic trash 
problem, the danger to the boats’ 
crews was obvious.  The fact 
that the life guards did not want 
to go out on the water also did 
not bode well for this race. So, 

mightily at construction.  Every 
aspect of this craft posed new 
challenges, and our team 
worked (well, actually, played!) 
together to invent solutions. 
Thus, the stack of barrels that 
once contained teat dip and ud-
der disinfectant became the 
nearly unsinkable base of the 
boat. Swani’s lovely wings were 
cut from plastic originating from 
those same barrels and 

stomped, heated, and 
sliced to attempt to 
straighten them. Her very 
personable face was hand 
molded and taped to-
gether from a bleach bot-
tle and black Styrofoam 
grocery trays, her far-
gazing eyes from beer 
bottle caps, her graceful 
long neck from dryer vent 
tubing, an old tomato 
cage, and yards of ripped 
up old sheet and white 
Duck (oops – SWAN) 
Tape. Our pile of worth-
less trash became a 
beautiful swan of epic 
proportions! Ugly duck-
lings everywhere, take 
heart!!!!!!! 

Our maiden voyage/test float on 
the Tomko pond was exhilarat-
ing! She handled surprisingly 
well, and rode far above the 
waterline even with two people 
on board. AND she was easily 

instead of allowing the race to go 
on and risking having to award 
the trophies posthumously, the 
actual race was cancelled.  This 
did not scare the incredibly tal-
ented people and their wacky 
inventive junk crafts away, and it 
in no way dampened the enthu-
siasm of the crowd. The crafts 
were judged while the boats 
rested safely on the lawn near 
the park shelter, taking into con-
sideration best use of materials, 
artistic effort, recyclability and 
the stories behind the scenes of 
each craft. The competition was 
brutal, but Swani was hands 
down the most beautiful of all!  
Thus, Swan I WON “Most Artis-
tic” craft!  We didn’t even have to 
get wet!!! 

Now the saga continues.  Swani 
is so wonderful that we could not 
even think of turning her over to 
the recycler at the end of the 
competition – no one could stand 
the idea of such a brave and 
wondrous creature meeting such 
a sad end. So we trucked her 
home again – she found a wel-
come place in Mike’s front yard 
where she proudly confounds his 
neighbors and passerbys.  Our 
plan is to register her as a home-
made boat and take her to future 
events. The adventure lives!!!!!!! 
You, too, could be lucky enough 
to ride the Swan I – just come to 
the OWA Jamboree next June!!!  
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Swan 1 victory photo with award by 
Ray Stewart 



OWA President Ray Stewart 
and I had a chance to attend 
the Healing Our Waters – 
Great Lakes Restoration Con-
ference that was held in con-
junction with the International 
Joint Commission for the 
Great Lakes meeting, Sep-
tember 10 – 14 at the Renais-
sance Hotel in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

There was so much informa-
tion given to us that my head 
is still spinning.  We learned 
about various options for 
shutting the Chicago Shipping 
Canal to keep Asian Carp out 
of the Great Lakes as well as 
technical description of how 
the current electrical barriers 
work and how eDNA is used 
to look for signs of the alien 
carp in tributaries leading to 
Lake Erie, the most sensitive 
of the Great Lakes due to its 
shallow depth and fisheries, 
both recreational and com-
mercial.   

Much of the information was 
startling if not depressing.  
The possible effects of cli-
mate change were discussed 
in depth as well as the in-
creasing problem of harmful 
algal blooms and phosphorus.  
But much time was spent on 
celebrating the successes 
that are occurring all over the 
Great Lakes.  Some of this is 
in Ohio, but Michigan is way 
ahead of us.  We learned 
about a variety of methods 
being used around the Great 
Lakes to restore trout streams 
and coastal wetlands, as well 
as successful ways of bring-
ing stakeholders together to 
combine resources to deal 
with everything from Phrag-

mites to stormwater. 

  I particularly looked forward 
to the Candidates Forum at 
the end of the HOW Confer-
ence.  Representatives from 
the Obama and Romney 
campaigns were invited to 
speak to the over 400 con-
servation group representa-
tives there.  President 
Obama sent Carol  M. 
Browner, his Administrator of 
the White House Office of 
Energy and Climate Change, 
and former Administrator of 
the USEPA under President 
Clinton, to represent him.  
Sadly, the Romney cam-
paign sent no one.  Ms. 
Browner enumerated some 
of the decisions made to 
assist the Great Lakes under 
the first term of President 
Obama. 

One of the items Ms. 
Browner mentioned was the 
signing of the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement 
between the U.S. and Can-
ada on September 7, 2012.  
At a formal ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., United 
States Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Administrator 
Lisa P. Jackson and Can-
ada’s Minister of the Envi-
ronment Peter Kent signed 
the newly amended Great 
Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment. The agreement was 
first signed in 1972, and last 
amended in 1987. The 2012 
revision will facilitate joint 
action on threats to Great 
Lakes water quality, and 
includes strengthened meas-
ures to anticipate and pre-
vent ecological harm.  

The Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement 
(GLWQA) is an agreement 
between Canada and the 
United States contributes to 
the quality of life of millions 
of Canadians and residents 
of the United States by iden-
tifying shared priorities and 
coordinating actions to re-
store and protect the chemi-
cal, physical and biological 
integrity of the waters of the 
Great Lakes. 

In amending the agreement 
in 2012, the Governments of 
Canada and the United 
States have committed to a 
shared vision of a healthy 
and prosperous Great Lakes 
region in which the waters of 
the Great Lakes, through 
their sound management, 
use, and enjoyment, provide 
benefits to present and fu-
ture generations. To this 
end, Canada and the United 
States recognize the impor-
tance of taking action, re-
solving existing environ-
mental issues and anticipat-
ing and preventing future 
problems.  

Through the GLWQA, Can-
ada and the United States, in 
consultation and cooperation 
with other levels of govern-
ment, First Nations and 
Tribal organizations, busi-
nesses, non-governmental 
entities, and the public will 
develop programs, technolo-
gies and other measures 
necessary to better under-
stand the Great Lakes eco-
system, and to restore and 
protect water quality and 
ecosystem health.    

NEW BINATIONAL GREAT LAKES WATER QUALITY AGREEMENT SIGNED   

by Kathleen Bradley 
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The specific commitments, 
objectives and actions to 
address environmental is-
sues affecting the Lakes are 
listed under these 10 An-
nexes: 

Annex 1: Areas of Concern 

Annex 2: Lakewide Management 

Annex 3: Chemicals of Mutual  
Concern 

Annex 4: Nutrients 

Annex 5: Discharges from Ves-
sels 

Annex 6: Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies 

Annex 7: Habitat and Species 

Annex 8: Groundwater 

Annex 9: Climate Change Im-
pacts 

Annex 10: Science 

Many of these subjects are 
new to the current GLWQA 
and represent many years of 
work by various organiza-
tions, including Healing Our 
Waters, and individuals to 
come this comprehensive 
agreement.  To read the spe-
cifics of these Annexes and 
learn more about what is new 
and enhanced under the 
amended Agreement, go to 
the Environment Canada 
(equivalent to our US EPA) 
website and click on the 
GLWQA.  The URL is https://
www.ec.gc.ca/grandslacs-
greatlakes/default.asp. 



P.O. Box  3 
Amherst, Ohio 44001 

O h i o  W e t l a n d s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

 

Membership Categories 

Choose one; 

Supporter: ____ $50/year 

Standard ___ $20/year or 

Senior/Student ___ $10/year 

Make checks payable to: 
Ohio Wetlands Association 

Consider giving a gift mem-
bership to someone who 
shares an interest in wetlands. 

 

 

 

Mail to: 

OWA Membership 
P.O. Box 3 
Amherst, Ohio 44001 

Membership includes email 
announcements and invita-
tions to special events.  
‘Like’ us on Facebook and 
stay informed. 
https://www.facebook.com/
OHwetlands 

Visit us at OHwetlands.org 

 

 

 

 

(First and Last Name) 

 

(mailing address) 

 

(City, State, Zip Code) 

 

(email address) 

 

(date) 

 

Please Renew or Become a Member 

W e t l a n d s  f o r  a  B e t t e r  O h i o  

Return Service Requested 

S e p t e m b e r  
2 0 1 2  
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