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JENNY ADKINS

• Director of Business Development & 
Marketing

• Professional Wetland Scientist

• Field Botanist 

• Education & Outreach
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TAXONOMY

• Kingdom: Plantae

• Division: Magnoliophyta (Flowering Plants)

• Class: Liliopsida (Monocotyledonae)

• Order: Poales (Graminoids)

• Family: Cyperaceae

• Genus: Carex

• Species: MANY
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CYPERACEAE FAMILY
• 3rd largest family of  monocots (preceded by 

orchids and grass)

• 100 +/- genera with over 5,000 species 
worldwide

• 160 +/- Carex species in Ohio
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• Abildgaardia
• Bolboschoenus (Bulrush)
• Bulbostylis (Hairsedge)
• Carex (Sedge)
• Cladium (Twig-rush)
• Cyperus (Umbrella Sedge)
• Dulichium (Threeway Sedge)
• Eleocharis (Spikerush)
• Eriophorum (Cottonsedge)
• Ficinia
• Fimbristylis (Fimbry)
• Fuirena (Umbrella-sedge)
• Isolepis (Clubrush)
• Rhynchospora (Beakrush)
• Schoenoplectiella (Little Bulrush)
• Schoenoplectus (Bulrush)
• Schoenus (Blacksedge)
• Scirpoides (Round-headed Bulrush)
• Scirpus (Bulrush)
• Scleria (Nutsedge)
• Trichophorum (Deergrass)
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GRAMINOID COMPARISON
Sedge

Cyperaceae
Rush

Juncaceae
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Grass
Poaceae



BE WARY OF 
COMMON NAMES!
• Broomsedge = grass not sedge

• Woolgrass = sedge not grass

• Bulrush = sedge not rush
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RESOURCES
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RESOURCES
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WETLAND 
SEDGES
Midwest/Northeast 
Forests & Vernal 
Pools



CAREX 
CONJUNCTA
Soft Fox Sedge
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CAREX CONJUNCTA
Soft Fox Sedge

• Section: Vulpinae

• Wetland Indicator Status: FACW

• C of C: 5

• Habitat: Bottomland forests, moist calcareous 
woodlands
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CAREX CONJUNCTA

Spike Culm
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Perigynia

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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Perigynia, Scale, Achene


