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TAXONOMY

Kingdom: Plantae

Division: Magnoliophyta (Flowering Plants)

Class: Liliopsida (Monocotyledonae)

Order: Poales (Graminoids)

Family: Cyperaceae

Genus: Carex

Species: MANY




Abildgaardia

Bolboschoenus (Bulrush)
Bulbostylis (Hairsedge)
Carex (Sedge)

Cladium (Twig-rush)
Cyperus (Umbrella Sedge)
Dulichium (Threeway Sedge)
Eleocharis (Spikerush)
Eriophorum (Cottonsedge)
Ficinia

Fimbristylis (Fimbry)
Fuirena (Umbrella-sedge)
Isolepis (Clubrush)
Rhynchospora (Beakrush)
Schoenoplectiella (Little Bulrush)
Schoenoplectus (Bulrush)
Schoenus (Blacksedge)
Scirpoides (Round-headed Bulrush)
Scirpus (Bulrush)

Scleria (Nutsedge)
Trichophorum (Deergrass)

CYPERACEAE FAMILY

 3rd Jargest family of monocots (preceded by
orchids and grass)

* 100 +/- genera with over 5,000 species
worldwide
* 160 +/- Carex species in Ohio
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Stems triangular or round with pithy center.

i

1 scale under each flower or seed.

Rushes

v
6 scales surround each flower.
Stems round with pith.

“Sedges have edges, rushes are
round, grasses have joints, all the
way to the ground.”

Grasses

-

2 scales under each flower or

seed. Stems round and hollow

with nodes
© 2019. T. Abe Lloyd




Minnesota © °

GRAMINOID COMPARISON Wildfiowers

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

Sedge Rush Grass
Cyperaceae Juncaceae Poaceae

male \ 3-ranhked
n 1BEVES [0

L
multi- perfect floret

open™
sheath, seeded flowers, jointed open wrapped
auricled capsules 6 tepals sterm sheath§ in 2 bracts

closed )
sheath female
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sed
grass

* Broom
* Bulrush

 Wool

sedge not rush
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“The Hlustrated Flora of lllinois

Sedges: Carex
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Family

Plant Name

Habitat
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CONJUNCTA
Soft Fox Sedge

CAREX

110S d41VdNLVS



SATURATED SOIL

CAREX CONJUNCTA

Soft Fox Sedge

Section: Vulpinae
Wetland Indicator Status: FACW
CofC:5

Habitat: Bottomland forests, moist calcareous
woodlands




SATURATED SOIL

CAREX CONJUNCTA

Spike

Perigynia

Minnesota
Wi|c’ﬂo\/\)ev‘s

sota

a field guide to the flora of Minne:

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX
TRICHOCARPA

Hairy-fruited Sedge
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SATURATED SOIL

CAREX TRICHOCARPA

Hairy-fruited Sedge

Section: Carex

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL
CofC:8

Habitat; Bottomland forests, dappled shade,
groundwater fed seeps and meadows




SATURATED SOIL

CAREX TRICHOCARPA

Culm- sheath

Perigynia, Scale, Achene

e
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Minnesota

Wi'dﬂo\/\Jev‘s

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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SATURATED SOIL / HUMMOCKS

CAREX
GRACILLIMA

Graceful Sedge

—

! iy - - L
. a 3
—~ . .l - X7 :rr
,Iy@f.so a Yyglatowers

ol NI e e

g




SATURATED SOIL / HUMMOCKS

CAREX GRACILLIMA

Graceful Sedge

Section: Hymenochlaenae

Wetland Indicator Status: FACU

CofC: 4

Habitat: Bottomland forests, floodplains, vernal
pool hummocks, moist woodlands




SATURATED SOIL / HUMMOCKS

CAREX GRACILLIMA

Culm- sheath
Spike e ,-! '

Perigynia, Scale, Achene

Minnesota

WildﬂOWeV‘S

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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SATURATED SOIL

CAREX
TRIBULOIDES

Blunt Broom Sedge




SATURATED SOIL

CAREX TRIBULOIDES

Blunt Broom Sedge

Section: Ovales

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL

CofC: 4

Habitat; Bottomland and swamp forests




SATURATED SOIL

CAREX TRIBULOIDES

Spike Culm- sheath
/ \ Perigynia
\ Scales £ A
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Perigynia, Scale, Achene

Minnesota
Wi'dﬂo\/\Jev‘s

sota

a field guide to the flora of Minne:

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX GRAYI

Gray

s Sedge

I
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SATURATED SOIL

CAREX GRAYI

Gray's Sedge

Section; Lupulinae
Wetland Indicator Status: FACW
CofC:5

Habitat; Bottomland forests, vernal pools




SATURATED SOIL

CAREX GRAYI

Sheath

Basal Sheath

------
Perigynia, Scale, Achene
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a field guide to the flora of Minne:
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CAREX
LUPULINA

Hop Sedge




CAREX LUPULINA

Hop Sedge

Section: Lupulinae

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL

CofC:3

Habitat; Bottomland forests, vernal pools, wet
meadows




CAREX LUPULINA

Perigynia, Scale, Achene

Sheath
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CAREX
RADIATA

Eastern Star Sedge
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CAREX RADIATA —
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Culm- sheath

Perigynia T s s B B

Ligule

. l'rnglle y,
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Minnesota “ °
Wi'df‘OWev‘s

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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SQUARROSA
Squarrose Sedge

CAREX



CAREX SQUARROSA

Squarrose Sedge

Section: Squarrosae

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL

CofC: 4

Habitat: Bottomland forests, vernal pools, marsh
edges
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CAREX SQUARROSA

Spike

Perigynia

Culm- sheath

Female spike

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX
BROMOIDES

Brome-like Sedge




CAREX BROMOIDES

Brome-like Sedge

Section: Deweyanae

Wetland Indicator Status: FACW

CofC: Y

Habitat; Swamp forests, vernal pools
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CAREX BROMOIDES

Culm- sheath
'k Perigynia, Scale, Achene

Ligule
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Minnesota
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a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX CRINITA

Fringed Sedge




CAREX CRINITA

Fringed Sedge

Section: Phacocystis

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL

CofC:3

Habitat: Bottomland and swamp forests, vernal
pools




Perigynia, Scale, Achene

CAREX CRINITA

Sheath

Basal Sheaths

Minnesota © °

Wildflowers

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX STIPATA

Awl-fruited Sedge




CAREX STIPATA

Awl-fruited Sedge

Section: Vulpinae

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL
CofC: 2
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Habitat; Bottomland forests, vernal pools




CAREX STIPATA

| / Sheath

Perigynia, Scale, Achene

.

Perigynia & Scale Minnesota ¢
Wildflowers

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

Septate-nodulose sheath (back of sheath)

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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EXTRA SPECIALIZED SEDGES




CAREX CRUS-
CORVI

Raven’'s Foot Sedge




CAREX CRUS-CORVI

Raven’s Foot Sedge

Section: Vulpinae
Wetland Indicator Status: OBL
CofC:8

Habitat: Bottomland forests, moist woodland
slopes




CAREX CRUS-CORVI

Perigynia

Sheath

sheath

Perlgyma Scale, Achene

Ligule

Minnesota “ °

WildﬂOWeV‘S

a field guide to the flora of Minnesota

@21 o_MinnesotaWildflowers.info

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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CAREX
DECOMPOSITA

Cypress Knee Sedge




CAREX DECOMPOSITA

Cypress Knee Sedge

Section: Heleoglochin

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL
CofC: 10

Habitat: Swamp forests, vernal poals.
Specifically on pneumatophores and fallen logs
in water
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CAREX DECOMPOSITA
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Perigynia & Scales

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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LUPULIFORMIS
False Hop Sedge

CAREX




CAREX LUPULIFORMIS

False Hop Sedge

Section: Lupulinae

Wetland Indicator Status: OBL

CofC:9

Habitat: Swamp forests, vernal poals, riverbanks




CAREX LUPULIFORMIS

Perigynia

Achene

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
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C lupulina C. louisianica C. gigantea C lupulina

C fﬂpﬁfffbf s : C. lupuliformis
C. intumescens € louisianica

C. grayi :
gidpy C. intumescens C. grayi

C. gigantea
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CAREX
JUNIPERORUM

Juniper Sedge




CAREX JUNIPERORUM

Juniper Sedge

» Section: Phyllostachyae
* Wetland Indicator Status: UPL
« CofC 10

e Habitat: Dry cedar barrens and alvars
(imestone-based substrate)

Carex juniperorum

7‘\ ye N G3 ™
Juniper Sedge (6X )( GH || 61 )| G2 G4 | [ G5 )
\ / \ / Vulnerable \ /
\__7__/ \\_7_,/ \___/
Presumed Possibly  Critically Imperiled Apparently  Secure
Extinct  Extinct  Imperiled Secure

@D State/Provincial Conservation Status ®

(D Documented Distribution

Edmonton
Calgary
Vancouver
Seattle
Denver
san
Francisco

Province of Ontaric, Esri, TemTom, Garmin, FAO,

Chicago _ Boston

New Yorl
Philadelphia

~
St. Louis ,f Washington
el S

Atlanta

Dallas

\A, USGS, EPA, USFWS, NRCal

Parks Canada

® View on Explorer Pro (@)

State/Provincial >
Conservation Status

. Fresumed Extirpated
(8X)

Possibly Extirpated

(SHY

Critically Imperiled

(51)
D mperiled (52)
LI Vulnerable (33)
D Apparently
[

-~ No Status Renk
(SNR/SUFSNA)
7 Exotic
Sl 62

Fowered by Esri

Secure (54)
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