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Peepers aren’t just for the privileged
Talk outline

What is environmental justice?

How can sociological frameworks (such as the hierarchy of needs) help us
better connect wetland conservation and environmental justice?

Example: Clean Ohio Fund

How can improving environmental justice help us create wetland
conservation lasting in perpetuity?
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Peepers aren’t just for the privileged
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Environmental justice
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From: Khan Academy

https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=0L2xCwD5
RNI&t=265s
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Environmental Justice W
in Cleveland

: S
EPA EJScreen era's Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool (Version 2.2)
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Cleveland, Ohio

Low Income (National Percentiles)

. @5 - 100 percentile
90 - 95 percentile
80 - 90 percentile
. 70 - 80 percentile
460 -70 percentile
50 - 60 percentile
Lz2z than 50 percentile

{27 Data not available
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Environmental justice

What groups of people are especially vulnerable to environmental hazards,
have less of a voice in the environmental decision-making process, or both?
-People of color
-Womxn
-Children
-Indigenous communities
-Farmers
-Migrants
-Refugees
-People with lower socioeconomic status
-Any underrepresented or marginalized group
-(religious minorities, LGBTQIA+, etc.)
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Environmental justice

What groups of people are especially vulnerable m @31 POWERYPRIVITNEGE

to environmental hazards, have less of a voice in
the environmental decision-making process, or
both?

-People of color

-Womxn

Y
-Children g"'
-Indigenous communities j:f
-Farmers
-Migrants %
-Refugees 3

¥

-People with lower socioeconomic status
-Any underrepresented or oppressed group
-(religious minorities, LGBTQIA+, etc.)
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Environmental justice

Environmental racism-
concept that people of color
are burdened with
disproportionate exposures
to environmental hazards
that affect their health,
safety, and quality of life.
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Environmental Racism Is Nothing New

Race is the most - ar =
significant predictor o X
of a person living near
contaminated air,
water, or soil.

more likely to

Have

of the population near live without
toxic waste sites are 38% potable
. : water and
higher modern
nitrogen- sanitation
dioxide
exposure.

People of color:

T4 “ e SR Have - of their claims against polluters
Natien. 95%

seen denied by the EPA



Environmental justice and wetland conservation
Interdisciplinary

Hierarchy of Needs

Developed by Maslow

/<@ SELF-TRANSCENDENCE
- FX | Helping Others, Spiritual Experiences

Where do most wetland

projects fall along this hierarchy? ) SELF-ACTUALIZATION

. Achieving Individual Potential

" AESTHETIC NEEDS <_
L Pursuit of Beauty and Creativity

. COGNITIVE NEEDS

. Pursuit of Knowledge and Understanding

Who benefits most from these projects?

GROWTH NEEDS
ESTEEM NEEDS

Self-con dence, Respect from Others

SOCIAL/BELONGING NEEDS

Family, Friendship, Intimacy

SAFETY NEEDS

Security, Finances, Freedom from Fear

PHYSIOLOGICAL NEEDS
Air, Food, Water, Shelter, Sex
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Environmental justice and wetland conservation

Wealthy/Privileged
G\'owth Needs

SELF-
ACTUALIZATION
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Environmental justice and wetland conservation

Wealthy/Privileged Low income/Marginalized
Grthh Needs What if conservation Grthh Neeq
= projects focused on
\ deficiency needs?
SELF-
ACTUALIZATION

Now who benefits most?

PHYSIOLOGICAL
NEEDS

PHYSIOLOGICAL
NEEDS /




Environmental justice and wetland conservation

Wetland projects integrating deficiency needs:

Improving environmental health issues (clean water)

Adding wetlands for green space in underserved urban areas

Providing habitat AND local food resources

Preventing/mitigating flooding impact on vulnerable populations

Conservation jobs targeting underserved populations/youth

Including affected populations voices in developing solutions, better serving those populations

Ok wN -

ESTEEM NEEDS

Self-con dence, Respect from Others

SOCIAL/BELONGING NEEDS

Family, Friendship, Intimacy

Security, Finances, Freedom from Fear

PHYSIOLOGICAL NEEDS

Air, Food, Water, Shelter, Sex

<+
<+
SAFETY NEEDS
<+
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Environmental justice and wetlands
b Clean Ohio Fund

Clean SfiioFund

~ Green Space Conservation

$37.5 million in grants annually

For environmental conservation

* green space acquisition

e protection & enhancement of
river and stream corridors
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Clean Ohio Fund

b

- MAXIMUM
C l e a n Ohlo F U n d CRITERIA POINTS

reen Space Lonservation County Principles

Preserves 10

Enhances 10

Restores 10 Ashtabula
Links Areas 10
Allows 10 7
Total Principle 50 :

Benefits

Economic 10

Social 10

Environmental 10

Total Benefit 30
Community Impact

Access to Natural Areas 10

Percent Low-income 10

Percent Minority Population 10

J Access to Transit and Bikeways 10

OOT 6 SP, kAl, Total Impact 40
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Euclid Beach Park
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CleanOhioF
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Map color bin for Hazardous waste
proximity EJ Index

. 95 - 100 percentile
90 - 95 percentile

80 - 90 percentile
50 - 80 percentile
Less than 50 percentile

Data not available
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Environmental justice and wetlands

- Fuclid Beach Park

4

CleanOhioFund




Environmental justice and wetlands
Euclid Beach Park

Clean OhioFund

{ OMTED
| evcain
| BEACH
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Environmental justice and wetlands

b Clean Ohio Fund

- MAXIMUM
C I e a n Ohlo F U n d CRITERIA POINTS

- aServa County Principles

Preserves 10

Enhances 10

Restores 10

Links Areas 10

Allows 10

Total Principle 50
Benefits

Economic 10

Social 10

Environmental 10

Total Benefit 30
Community Impact

Access to Natural Areas 10

Percent Low-income 10

Percent Minority Population 10

Access to Transit and Bikeways 10

o OT P' kAl/ Total Impact 40




Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS INFORMED BY
BLACKFOOT NATION (ALTA)

First Nations Perspective

Western Perspective

Cindy Blackstock
Expansive
Self cultural concept of
actualizati C r o <
on . perpeiity time and
: Aestheti s, multiple
“Breath of life” as e - _ 1R
‘ dimensions of
presented by Need to know & ) ity
Dr. Cindy Blackstock und understand ySiSE Community
TR S . Actualization

Belongingness and love
needs

Physiological needs

,9* o or 'é' S‘; ,k 4 L BRE asec Self Actualization



Maslow did not “fully situate the
individual within the context of Western Perspective
community.” If he had done so,
and also more deeply integrated
the Blackfoot perspective, “the

Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS (INFORMED BY
BLACKFOOT NATION (ALTA)

First Nations Perspective

e 4 » .
model would be centered on : kxpansive
. : : Self - cultural concept of
multi-generational community actualizati ohis SR e i
actualization versus on individual e 1IV1iegoy multiple

actualization and
transcendence.”

needs : ; dimensions of
Need to know : . ‘ ltyv
and understand alySis s Community '
. Actualization

Esteem needs

Belongingness and love
needs

5 ) Safety needs IR Al
79*00" li. SP,RAL Physiological needs L




Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

First Nations Perspective

Expansive
concept of
time and

multiple
| ,‘ dimensions of
Community actualization: Comtiinit ity
the work of meeting basic needs is a community responsibility. i ‘ Actualizatig'n

’
—" —

Self Actualization
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

First Nations Perspective

Cultural perpetuity:
“... you will be forgotten, but you have a part in ensuring _ Expansive
that your people’s important teachings live on.” cultural concept of
perputuity time and
multiple

dimensions of
’ ity
Community ‘

o | lization

Self Actualization
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

Terry Cross, Native American Child welfare expert
Explains the breath of life in a relational worldview model First Nations Perspective
*  Fluid, cyclical view of time
 Ecosystems cycle with time (lakes turn into
wetlands, back to lakes)
 Each aspect of life is related :
_ : cultural concept of
* Base of ecology is interactions! Lo foea arid
* Services aim to restore balance g multiple
 Wetland restoration also has this aim dimensions of
* Interventions may not be directed at “symptoms” '
 Wetland restoration isn’t successful if its just

Expansive

Community

_ _ 4B / Actualization
treating symptoms (e.g., retention ponds can also NG
mitigate flooding) e

e Underlying question is “how?”
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary

First Nations Perspective

Wetlands and their services will persist in

perpetuity and provide for future generations. Expansive

concept of

perputuity time and
: . : : - ok, | multiple
Maintaining wetlands is a community responsibility. me dimensions of
Empower local citizens to feel connected to and : ity
. ) VSIS Community
responsible for stewardship. i /. Actualization

Wetlands help address people’s basic -
needs AND aesthetic needs Self Actualization




Environmental justice and wetlands
Adaptive Management wheel. Interdi Sciplin ary

Credit: ESSA Technologies, Ltd.

First Nations Perspective

Expansive
concept of

Adaptive . time and
Management o multiple

oy dimensions of
v-.""é, .. Y ‘ - lt\’
A YV Community
\ /' Actualization

4

Self Actualization
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary
YOU'RE NOT GOING

Adaptive . G
Management
implement |
& .YOU JUST NEED

Adaptive Management wheel. TO SEE DIFFERENTLY
Credit: ESSA Technologies, Ltd.
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Environmental justice and wetlands
Interdisciplinary
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Adaptive management wheel
Integrating human needs

Adaptive Management wheel.
Credit: ESSA Technologies, Ltd.



Environmental justice and conservation

Bees for the poor- a song for pollinator justice
Lyrics by Rebecca Swab
Music by Rachel Lark

When you have money When you are poor

You get more honey You get a high score

More bees and parks, paths and green For toxic neighbors, air pollution
Fresh air, nice plants, water that’s clean Some might say there’s no solution

We can all share clean air
But first we need to repair

Line our rivers with branches, Fill our cities with flowers
Plant them in the slums, give the people back their power
Let’s give bees to the poor

Let’s give bees to the poor
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Peepers aren’t just for the privileged
Acknowledgements

Community

Food not bombs volunteers

Students at OSU

Community members in Columbus & Cleveland
Conservationists across the midwest

Cycle workshop participants at local arts &
community festivals (Mosaic, Equilumia)

“R00T ¢ SPIRM



Peepers aren’t just for the privileged:
reframing goals will help wetlands address

environmental justice

Beck Swab (they/them), PhD
Root & Spiral
Beck.Swab@proton.me

=
ﬁ%oor é SP'kA’l Read my SA cmmentary Visit my website
'

article on reframing EJ Rootandspiral.com




