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Have Something
to Share? The
OWA Needs
YOU!
In this issue, we feature
guest articles provided
by OWA Board Member
Giovanna Reising,
OWA Ambassador Ray
Stewart, MAD Scientist
Associates employees
Mary Skapof and Kate
Gorman, Geauga Park
District naturalist Linda
Gilbert, and Jess Schmit
of the Winous Point Marsh
Conservancy. Thank you
to all of these authors!
The OWA has a constant
and steady need for
articles, and we greatly
appreciate these members
taking time to write and
share these articles!
What wetland news or
information would you
like to share? We would
welcome any contributions
and encourage you to
take advantage of this
platform to reach a
statewide audience of
wetland enthusiasts and
advocates. Articles and
accompanying graphics
(photographs, graphs,
figures, etc.) can be
e-mailed to logan@
ohwetlands.org.

Ohio Wetlands Association
Collaborates with
Division of Forestry
for the Benefit of Vernal Pools
In late 2019, OWA Vice President and Policy Committee Chair Mick Micacchion
noted some damage to isolated wetlands and vernal pools in Tar Hollow State
Forest associated with logging. Of particular concern was the potential lowering
of habitat value for the sensitive vernal pool species, the wood frog (Lithobates
sylvaticus). With input from OWA President Mark Dilley, Mick crafted and sent a
letter to ODNR’s Division of Forestry (DOF) in January to call attention to OWA’s
concerns.
Thanks to prompt action by Chief Dan Balser, Mark and Mick were able to meet
with DOF just a couple weeks later. Chief Balser and the Division’s two Assistant
Chiefs took OWA’s concerns seriously. The meeting was not only cordial, as the
details of Mick’s observations and concerns were discussed, but it has opened
the door to a valuable, mutually beneficial opportunity. At the Chief’s request,
we are planning to develop some training for their staff to help them better
recognize and protect isolated wetlands and vernal pools in the future. We may
also have an opportunity to provide input on DOF’s forest management plans
to recommend
improved
strategies for
sustainable
harvesting in
areas where
wetland
resources occur.
OWA is proud
to partner with
this important
division that
manages over
200,000 acres of
forest resources
in our State.
We are grateful
to the Division
of Forestry for
their willingness
to address
our concerns
and explore
opportunities
to collaborate
for the benefit
of wetland
The wood frog, a sensitive vernal pool species that
requires healthy forests surrounding vernal pools to
resources within
sustain its populations.
state managed forests.
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Forested Wetlands
By Ray Stewart

I recently posed a question on the Ohio Vernal Pool Facebook Group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/
OhioVPN/) to see how people would distinguish a couple of terms that are sometimes used interchangeably;
“What is the difference between a vernal pool, a complex of vernal pools and a swamp forest?” The term
“Wetlands” is a broad umbrella concept that includes many saturated soil and distinct shallow water habitats
like marsh, bog and fen. Likewise, a “Forested Wetland” can be divided into several categories. In Ohio,
we can leave out the salt water, coastal wetlands that include some brackish swamp forests and stands
of mangroves. According to the Ramsar Convention of Wetlands the freshwater, tree-dominated wetlands
include “freshwater swamp forests, seasonally flooded forests, and wooded swamps.” Still not sure what the
difference is?
Swamp Forests are wetlands consisting of saturated soils or standing water and are dominated by watertolerant woody vegetation such as shrubs, bushes, and (most importantly) trees. Water that accumulates in
swamps comes from a variety of sources including precipitation, groundwater and/or freshwater flooding.
Johnson Woods State Nature Preserve has a mix of upland forest and swamp forest habitats. The dry parts
have red and white oaks and hickories. The more poorly drained communities are characterized by red
maples and pin oaks.
Seasonally flooded Swamp Forests often contain ephemeral ponds, also known as vernal pools. So, vernal
pools are a component of a forested wetland. Vernal pools are included in some hardwood swamps. These
consist of depressions within upland or swamp forests that are ponded early in the growing season, and then
dry down for the majority of the growing season. The herb layer (forest floor ground cover) may be sparse to
absent given the alternating periods of ponding and drawdown. Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve is a
splendid example of upland forest, swamp forest and high-quality vernal pools with stands of buttonbush, an
iconic vernal pool shrub.
Wooded Swamps are forested wetlands dominated by conifers and/or lowland hardwoods. They are usually
associated with ancient lake basins and retired riverine oxbows. Often, these have organic or muck soils but
may also be mineral soils. Hardwood swamps are dominated by deciduous hardwood trees with soils that
are saturated during much of the growing season, and may be temporarily inundated by as much as a foot of
standing water, which usually occurs in micro-depressions.
Most of Ohio’s wooded swamps are hardwood dominated. But, there are some rare examples of coniferous
swamps dominated by tamaracks. The Tom S. Cooperrider - Kent Bog State Nature Preserve in Kent, Ohio
is our best local example. This kettle bog filled with sphagnum moss has deep organic soils that support a
complex of plants usually only found much further north into Canada.
There are various systems that classify wetlands of all kinds. Various authors have different terms and no one
set of definitions is conclusive to the exclusion of others. What they have in common are the consideration of
vegetation, soils, depth and hydroperiod of water, whether the wetland is associated with another water body,
and if that associated water body is fresh or salt water. Under some systems, even beaches and coral reefs
may be considered wetlands. The Ramsar
classification system includes 11 Marine/
Coastal types; 20 Inland Wetlands and 9 kinds
of “Man-made” wetlands.
When you visit a wetland like Cedar Bog
State Nature Preserve and hike the milelong boardwalk, you many notice that you
transition from one type of wetland to another.
You may be aware of a variety of transitions
where water levels, plants, and soils change
character. While you may simply visit to enjoy
the rare and wonderful wildlife, you may also
appreciate the varying conditions that result in
that rich diversity across a variety of wetland
community types.
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Wood Duck Nest Box Monitoring Adventures

By Jess Schmit (adapted from Winous Point Marsh Conservancy
April 2020 newsletter)
Hello all!
Before I embarked on this journey of breathing new life into our
wood duck box monitoring at Winous Point Marsh, I appreciated wood ducks from afar but didn’t know much
about their nesting habits. Sure, I knew that they were cavity nesters and that those long talons helped them
grip branches and climb in and out of trees. However, once I delved more into their life history and biology, I
discovered how wood duck boxes helped alter the future of wood duck populations and how fascinating the
breeding lives and habits of these birds really are.
In the pre-colonial era, wood ducks (Aix sponsa) were one of the most abundant duck species in eastern North
America. Several different factors drove this duck to near extinction by the 20th century, including overhunting
and loss of flooded timber habitat. In Ohio, the historic Great Black Swamp, while mostly drained before the
19th century, would have been perfect wood duck habitat.

It is the opinion of this author that few birds match the wood duck in terms of beauty and grace.
Male wood duck (left), female wood duck (right).
The dawn of artificial nesting structures assisted the wood ducks’ brilliant comeback. The birthplace of these
structures is believed to be Chautauqua National Wildlife refuge in central Illinois. Beginning in 1937, as
the brainchild of biologists Gil Gigstead and Milford Smith, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (then, the US
Biological Survey) installed 486 “bark-covered slab wooden boxes”. This was the first recorded use of artificial
nesting boxes for wood ducks. The refuge backs right up to Forbes Biological Station and Bellrose Waterfowl
Research Center, home of renowned wood duck expert and biologist Frank Bellrose. Bellrose and Arthur
Hawkins installed 700 wood duck boxes throughout the state of Illinois over the next two years.
The biologists were delighted (I’m ad-libbing here; I know I would have been delighted) to discover that more
than half of the artificial structures were readily used by wood ducks, promising great management potential
for the boxes. Since these early steps, countless wood duck boxes have been put up all over the eastern
US on both public and private land. In the 1980s and 1990s, the Winous Point Marsh internship program
maintained close to 150 wood duck boxes across our marsh, but these boxes were in disrepair and most were
removed in 2009.
Which brings us to current day at the Winous Point Marsh Conservancy. Winous Point staff, in partnership with
the Ohio Division of Wildlife, band hundreds of wood ducks each year during the summer. We didn’t have as
much success as we had hoped in trapping and banding them this past summer, and it got me thinking about
a way to help us in the future; we’ll catch more wood ducks if we raise more wood ducks!
This winter I spent some time in the workshop cleaning up the older boxes, sanding them down, painting them
with water seal, and replacing screws. We built 8 completely new cedar boxes, with the openings on the sides
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to allow easier access for nest checks. I’m proud to say I’ve gotten handier with a drill and the table saw in
the process! We used PVC pipes and sheet metal to wrap around the support posts, providing protection from
raccoons and snakes that could crawl up to make lunch of wood duck eggs. Lastly, we lined the bottom of the
boxes with four inches of wood shavings to provide a soft cushion for the eggs. One of our punters, who has
been keeping duck boxes for 30 years, told me the best shavings are from cutting wood with a chainsaw with
the grain so they are curled, providing more cushion and insulation. The curled shavings also help keep the
nest drier. He will remain nameless to protect his reputation as a fierce duck hunter, but he is a big softie for
wood ducks!
Wood ducks lay anywhere from 6 to 16 small, brownish eggs at a rate of one egg per day. Until the day that
the hen is finished laying and begins to incubate, those
eggs are on “pause”, not growing or developing. As
soon as she lines her nest with soft down and begins
incubating them, it presses “play” on their growth. What
amazes me is that despite there being a week between
some of the eggs, they are synchronous hatchers, and
all the ducklings hatch within 24 hours of each other.
Twenty-four hours after hatching they are out of the nest
and into the world. In natural tree cavities, wood ducklings
use their claws to grip in the soft wood of dead trees,
climbing from depths as much as 15 feet to reach the
nest opening! Wood duck ducklings often make a grand
entrance into the world leaping from their home to their
mom waiting below, sometimes from heights of 40 feet.
Our wood duck boxes are 6-8 feet off the ground, so no
need for those daredevil moves.

Checking a nest box in McRitchie.
Another incredible adaptation that
wood ducks have is interspecific brood
parasitism. To increase the chances
of duckling survival, wood duck hens
will lay eggs in different nest boxes, on
the chance that another hen will raise
one of her eggs to hatching. We have
experienced some of that at Winous
Point Marsh finding nest boxes with
up to 17 eggs! That doesn’t seem so
abnormal until you also consider that
hooded mergansers (Lophodytes
cucullatus) do the same thing to each
other and to wood ducks! We wind up
with something called a “dump nest”,
which could hold up to 30 or more
eggs.

Page 4

In order to attract wood ducks to our nesting boxes we
had to think like wood ducks. The existing spots of some
of the wood duck boxes were perfect, so we left them in
place, but we still had to find locations for the remainder
of the boxes. Our checklist included trees that would
initially attract them to nest and provide a protective
cover, a semi-open marsh area with open water to forage
for vegetation and invertebrates and some cattail or scrub
to evade predation.

The Snag Pond along the lane has proved successful in the
past for wood duck broods, so we kept the location but put in
a fresh new box.
Continued on Page 5
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A dump nest at Winous containing
17 eggs! The light brownish eggs
are wood ducks, and the round
white egg in the corner is a
hooded merganser. There are
even more eggs underneath the
top layer.

The wood duck box at in the North Marsh unit (south of the Kickapoo
Annex) provided a unique experience for us. Kaylie Simpson and I
checked the nest and discovered 17 eggs, both of hooded mergansers
and wood ducks. Merganser eggs are larger, rounder and more of a
white color, with an unusually thick shell. Concerned about the success
rate of the ducklings, we debated what to do: leave the nest and see if
anyone incubates it, or take a chance and remove some eggs? We went
back to the shop to seek out some wisdom from John. We had a few
options and after discussing it, we decided that we would toss out some
eggs from each species to give them each a fair chance. We decided
to punt out from the North Marsh dock, and our quiet approach allowed
us to observe a wood duck drake swimming around the box. I was so
distracted by his zipper-like whistle that I almost missed seeing his hen
fly out of the box as they both took off!
Kaylie said, “I bet she laid some eggs!” No way is my life that cool that
I’d get to see a fresh egg, I thought. We opened the box and there on
top of the other eggs was indeed a fresh wood duck egg, still glistening.
We hesitantly poked it gently, surprised by the sliminess and how warm
it was! There was down in the nest, which contributed to some of the
heat. It was weird but an awesome experience to be part of!

A hooded merganser drake scopes out a wood
duck box currently occupied by two wood ducks.

To date, Kaylie and I have completed three weeks of
nest checks and are happy to report that many wood
ducks have taken to our cozy nest boxes. During our
checks on April 7th, we flushed three wood duck hens
from their nest. We worked quickly to count eggs and
cover them in shavings and down to keep them warm
while Mom was gone. Later that night, I worried that
I had driven them off their nest permanently, so early
the next morning I crept around and peeked in the nest
boxes to make sure they had returned. With a sigh of
relief, I saw that the hens were tucked in and back to
incubating. I quickly departed and promised to leave
them alone until the babies were ready to hatch. At our
nest checks on April 15th, we discovered five more
nesting hens in other boxes around the property.

An incubating hen in Turtle Hole (left). Wood duck eggs in a cozy down nest (right). Wood ducks do not bring
their own nesting material to nests, so this hen must have kicked another bird out!

Continued on Page 6
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We’ve also had a few “non wood ducks” take over some boxes, including hooded mergansers, a family of
squirrels, and even an eastern screech owl! In case you’ve ever been curious, screech owl eggs look like little
ping pong balls, perfectly white and round. The gray phase eastern screech (Megascops asio) has taken up
residence in the woods in North Lily. The female is the sole incubator of the eggs, laying on them day and
night, with only two short breaks at dawn and dusk to preen and eat a meal her mate has caught for her. It was
a pleasant surprise to discover her in our wood duck box! Baby owls look adorably like cartoonish Muppets,
and we hope to have them hatch at Winous Point Marsh.

This gray phase eastern screech owl (left) was not waking up during our first visit! The eggs (right)
are from an early morning nest check while she was out of the nest.
Charlie and Kaylie, having not been physically going to school, are happy to tag along on my daily misadventures and helped build the boxes and join me in monitoring them. I enjoy getting updates about the wood duck
boxes behind their home, saying “There’s a pair checking the box out. Fingers crossed!” As an educator, it
warms my heart to see future generations getting involved in conservation. That is truly one of my main goals
with the monitoring project: lifting the curtain on this beautiful bird’s nesting habits to spark a lifelong sense of
admiration and conservation mindset to protect the future of waterfowl and wetlands.
I look forward to seeing
how the rest of this
nesting season hatches
out (if there is one thing
I love more than ducks,
it’s puns!). I hope to
continue with updates
and more photographs
of successful nests.
Winous Point Marsh
never ceases to
amaze in its beauty
and biodiversity, and
every day I am gifted
with the chance of
seeing something
incredible. Thank you
for allowing me to share
my experiences with
you, and I hope you’ve
enjoyed this glimpse
into the world of the
wonderful wood duck!
Yours in conservation,

Jess Schmit
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Kaylie surprised a hen in one of our Darr unit wood duck boxes.
The hen has since returned and is back to laying on her eggs!
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A Plant to Kill: Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum)
By Kate Gorman, MAD Scientist Associates

Editor’s Note: OWA President Mark Dilley delivered a presentation at the 2016 Flora Quest conference with
the title “Wetland Plants: Twenty to thrill, five to kill.” OWA has been sharing details of select plants from this
talk in a series of articles. This is the second “kill” article, focusing on introduced invasive plants that are
damaging to the ecology of wetlands in Ohio and elsewhere.

John Halpop - Montana State Univ. Extension
(https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=237)
An aggressive aquatic plant and member of the Haloragaceae family, Eurasian Watermilfoil, is an invasive
species commonly found in North American ponds and marshes. Watermilfoil grows in large mats and appears
feathery, with small, red flowers that grow just above the water’s surface in mid-summer. These flowers are
pollinated by the wind and the seeds are dispersed by water, wildlife, and even humans. Vegetative spread is
also common in reproduction making recreation in water bodies with watermilfoil can be problematic since the
vegetation is prone to sticking to the boats and boots that may reach other areas vulnerable to colonization.
Just like many other invasive species, Eurasian Watermilfoil can choke out entire ecosystems and outcompete
native vegetation. One of the main issues with the presence of watermilfoil is the large mats it creates. This
overgrowth impedes light from reaching much of the water column, subsequently inhibiting native growth and
restricting habitat for native wildlife. These mats also slow down water traffic, creating areas of low flow and
oxidation in streams. Watermilfoil typically invades disturbed areas, from both natural and human-caused
disturbance, colonizing the area before native vegetation has a chance to establish. However, this aggressive
plant can also establish itself in undisturbed areas, presenting an issue for conservation.
There are multiple methods available for control of Eurasian Watermilfoil, but they can be quite labor intensive
due to the species’ water obligate nature and expansive growth. Among the mechanical methods available,
there is the option of large-harvesting equipment use for large areas that are invaded with watermilfoil and
sturdy hand-rake for smaller areas. You can also lower the water level in the winter to reduce the presence
of the aquatic plant, but this is unlikely to eradicate an entire colony. Native, floating plants may reduce the
available light for watermilfoil and therefore reduce its presence and you can go one step further and use a
water colorant or physical barrier to reduce the available light. There is even a biological control option; the
introduction of the North American Weevil (Euhrychiopsis lecontei), due to its presence being associated
with lower watermilfoil abundance. Be sure to consider the impact on the survival of native vegetation when
considering management methods. Afterall, we fight invasive species in order to protect native plants and
habitat.
Sources:
Minnesota Sea Grant. (2016). Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum).
Retrieved from http://www.seagrant.umn.edu/ais/watermilfoil
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Publication of the Navigable Waters Protection Rule

By Mary Skapof, MAD Scientist Associates
On April 21st, 2020, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) published the Navigable Waters Protection Rule, which will become effective on June 22nd, 2020.
This was the final step of the Administration to dismantle the Obama-era 2015 Clean Water Rule and replace
it with a contrasting interpretation of the Clean Water Act.
Since the issuance of the Clean Water Act (which differs from the Clean Water Rule) in 1972, there has
been much confusion over what constitutes as a federally regulated water. The Clean Water Act protects
"navigable waters" which are defined as "waters of the United States”, but the real “murkiness” is that a Water
of the United States (or “WOTUS”) was not officially defined in the Clean Water Act. This has left much
confusion on how certain wetlands and streams should (or even could) be protected under the Clean Water
Act.
For decades, regulators and consultants relied on what’s called the “significant nexus test” which is a method
used to determine if a water “significantly affects the chemical, physical or biological integrity of a traditionally
navigable or interstate water or the territorial seas.” In other words, if it could be proven that a wetland or
stream had a significant linkage to a traditionally navigable water, then that water would be protected by the
federal Clean Water Act, and thus any proposed fill within this area would require a permit from the USACE
(and potentially a state and/or local regulatory agency).
In 2015, the Obama Administration intended to clarify the definition of a WOTUS by issuing the Clean
Water Rule which incorporated distance parameters, as well as the significant nexus test to determine the
jurisdiction of certain waters. This rule also added a definition to the term tributary. This was an effort to
avoid the long and burdensome case-by-case determinations that the USACE had to perform in order to
determine a water’s jurisdiction. Exemptions for activities related to forestry, ranching, and farming remained
intact under the Clean Water Rule and many farm and roadside ditches continued to be exempt from federal
regulations.
In 2018, the Trump Administration began a step-by-step process to suspend, dismantle, and rescind the
Clean Water Rule and would later reveal a new rule known as the Navigable Waters Protection Rule. This
rule intends to provide clarity on what features are to be considered a WOTUS and did not carry over the
significant nexus test that was incorporated into the Clean Water Rule. Four categories were added to the
definition which include:
•
•
•
•

Territorial seas and traditional navigable waters;
Perennial and intermittent tributaries;
Certain lakes, ponds, and impoundments of jurisdictional waters; and
Wetlands that are considered adjacent to jurisdictional features.

The new rule also intends to provide clarity on what features are not to be considered a WOTUS. Federally
exempt features include:
•
Ephemeral streams;
•
Prior converted cropland;
•
Groundwater;
•
Waste treatment systems and storm water control features;
•
Farm and stock watering ponds;
•
Most roadside and pond ditches; and
•
Artificially irrigated areas
So what does this mean for the protection of waters in Ohio? Fortunately, the State of Ohio has a robust
isolated wetland permitting program to capture the need for permitting wetland features that do not otherwise
fall under federal jurisdiction and, as of May 8th, 2020, Ohio EPA released a draft general permit for projects
impacting ephemeral streams. However, a vast array of ephemeral streams and isolated wetlands remain at
risk nationwide, as some states do not protect beyond the federally defined features.
In a quote directly from the agency’s website, the USEPA states that “[h]eadwater streams are the beginnings
of rivers, the uppermost streams in the river network furthest from the rivers’ endpoint or confluence with
Continued on Page 9
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another stream. Headwater streams trap floodwaters, recharge groundwater supplies, remove pollution,
provide fish and wildlife habitat, and sustain the health of downstream rivers, lakes and bays.”
These streams may only flow after heavy rains, but serve as an important resource for aquatic biota and help
to sustain the integrity of our larger streams. It is unfortunate that they may lose this federal oversight, despite
USEPA’s direct assertion of their importance. Although the rule is set to be effective on June 22nd, litigation
by a variety of stakeholders will likely delay its onset. It is now up to states and local authorities to develop
protective measures to regulate foreseeable impacts to these critical waters. We can all be grateful that we
live in a state that has taken action to protect these resources, and hope that other states will follow in Ohio’s
footsteps.

Dragonflies: Friends or Foes? The Folklore and the FACTS!
By Linda Gilbert

Hi folks. I’m Linda and I work as a naturalist and field technician for Geauga Park District in northeast Ohio. I
love vernal pools and have monitored several for our park district. My special interest is in dragonflies, and
these insects are also important inhabitants of vernal pools (the Swamp Darner, in particular, is often found
in these habitats – see photo). I’m most likely preaching to the choir here, because most folks who work with
vernal pools appreciate the abundance of life in them and probably consider them friends. But the general
public, on the other hand, may have issues with these intimidating-looking insects. Often times, the first questions I get about dragonflies are, “do they bite?” and “do they sting?”

Have you ever wondered where these fears about dragonflies originate? I was curious and did some reading
on dragonfly folklore. Many of the fearful ideas have roots in ancient times, especially in Europe, and probably because of the size and shape of these predators. For instance, the names “Devil’s needle” and “water
witch” come from German/Romanian folklore. In England, the term “horse stinger” was used, because dragonflies were often seen flying around the horses; not stinging them of course, but rather eating the insects that
were bothering the horses. In Wales, they were called the “Adder’s servant” and supposedly followed snakes
around and “stitched up” any that were injured. In Sweden, heaven forbid that a dragonfly should hover near
a person. If that happened, according to folklore, the dragonfly was “weighing the person’s soul” in judgement.
Yikes! So none of these names do anything to dispel fear or promote the important job they do in the environment as predator/prey in all stages of their lives.
Fortunately, dragonflies fare better in the folklore of Asia where they were considered to bring good fortune.
They were often the subjects of Haiku and represented strength and happiness. In Native American folklore
dragonflies were associated with healing and transformation as well as representing the element of water.
Let’s all help “transform” people’s attitudes about these amazing, beneficial insects and the ecological value
they provide. Happy dragonflying and vernal pooling everybody! Here’s a little haiku to end this article:
The dragonfly flits,
Darts, dips, swoops, soars, glides, glints.
A flying jewel. --lkg
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Covid-19 Impacts Long-term Citizen Science Data Collection
By Giovanna Reising
OWA has proudly supported the Birds Canada’s Great Lakes Marsh Monitoring Program (GLMMP) for over
twenty-five years. GLMMP is one of many citizen science-based data collection programs organized by Birds
Canada to monitor trends in the health of marshes and species occurrence. Monitoring partnerships between
the United States and Canada are crucial to maintain beneficial use of the lakes for both countries. In 2019,
Board Member Giovanna Reising became a Regional Volunteer Coordinator for GLMMP for the majority of the
State of Ohio. With the assistance of her husband, fellow Board Member Dale Reising, she arranged for two
trainings in late February/early March to recruit volunteer citizen scientists to monitor established marsh sites
and/or establish a new monitoring location. The enthusiasm of the volunteers was inspiring and many signed
up for multiple locations.

Dale Reising speaking to volunteers at Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
Marsh Monitoring season begins in late March/early April, depending on the weather and temperature (wood
frogs breed within a two-day period as soon as the temperature is warm enough). After receiving the influx of
new volunteers, Birds Canada’s Volunteer Manager Kathy Jones quickly arranged to get the sites assigned
and mail out the program packets.
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine began shutting down both public and private locations in mid-March, making
some of the marsh locations inaccessible to the new volunteers. Within the next few days and weeks, a handful of volunteers were able to collect their first round of data depending on their location; this includes Dale
and Giovanna, who also monitor two marshes in Lorain and Huron Counties for the program. On April 7, 2020,
Birds Canada ultimately decided that all further citizen science monitoring that required travel would be suspended for the 2020 season, as field monitoring was not an essential service. Program managers also noted
that the health and well-being of the volunteers was of the utmost concern. Some volunteers questioned if they
could monitor marshes on their own properties, and this activity was deemed appropriate as long as safety
precautions were implemented. Ms. Jones assured the volunteers that their chosen monitoring site will remain
with them for the next season and encouraged new volunteers to take the time to become more comfortable
with the monitoring protocol, engage in backyard birding, and review online resources. Training for the 2021
season will be announced later this year. Stay tuned for updates!
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OWA Members Train to Become Certified Interpreter Guides
By Giovanna Reising

Giovanna and Ray at North Chagrin Nature Center
OWA’s Ambassador Ray Stewart and I (Board Member Giovanna Reising) recently received confirmation
that we passed the requirements to become Certified Interpreter Guides through The National Association
for Interpretation (NAI). The training was held at the North Chagrin Nature Center in February 2020 with the
Cleveland Metroparks hosting the event.
Interpreters can be found at nature centers, parks, museums, zoos, historical heritage sites, and
providing guided tours. An interpreter recognizes their audience and tailors their presentations to take into
consideration the needs of the group. The purpose of utilizing interpretive techniques is to go beyond simply
educating the audience; the interpreter’s goal is to work as a catalyst to intellectually and emotionally connect
the audience to topic being presented. These techniques are tricky; Ray and I spent a week preparing
presentations that not only provoked an audience response, but also adhered to the mission statement of
OWA.
Ray’s presentation explored the importance of vernal pools, while mine described the Northern Leopard
Frog and its reliance on a clean and stable wetland habitat. These presentations were graded by NAI staff
members and sent in for final approval by an independent review board. Ray and I received our certifications
on April 23, 2020, and we look forward to using interpretive techniques while representing the interests of
OWA at future events!
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NAME: _________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP CODE: _____________
EMAIL: ________________________________________________________________________
PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________
 Yes, send me the newsletter electronically.
Please
make
check
payable
to OWA
and and
mailmail
to OWA,
P.O. PO
BoxBOX
360852
Columbus, Ohio
43236
Please
make
check
payable
to OWA
to OWA,
3, AMHERST,
OH 44001

