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Our Mission
The Ohio Wetlands Association works to protect, enhance
and restore Ohio's wetlands by providing public education,
promoting sound public policy, developing a network of
citizen science volunteers and sharing the joy of wild places.

The New Ohio Wetlands Association
This past winter the board of
Friends of Wetlands decided
to make some transformative
changes to the organization.
First was a name change.
Our new name helps us
stake a claim to a specific
geographic area. We will
concentrate on issues in our
state primarily but national
and regional issues that effect Ohio will also be pursued. Among those are the
Great Lakes Compact issues
that specifically concern wetlands in the Great Lakes basin (Northern Ohio) and migratory bird issues especially
where the Mississippi Flyway
and its associated wetlands
are concerned (see page 3).
One advantage to a geographic mission is that there
is one set of state legislature,
governmental agencies and
regulators work without advocacy efforts. We are also
working to recruit state-wide
wetland specialists and naturalists to membership and

leadership positions.
Another board decision was
to form a federal non-profit
organization also know as a
501(c)3. FOWL has operated
as a state registered not-forprofit organization but has
never enjoyed the benefits of
federal status. Now we can
apply for grants without using another fiscal agent. Donors can now, legitimately
deduct memberships and
donations from their federal
income taxes.
We are also creating a new
website ohwetlands.org. The
Facebook page is very active. It is currently the best
way to keep up with what
OWA is doing. The printed
newsletter will be coming out
just 2 times a year now.
News happens all the time.
Electronic publishing is the
best way to communicate
with members. News happens all the time and is best

communicated at once, not
every 3 months by mail.
Printing and mailing a regular newsletter is burdensome and expensive.
Please use your computer,
iphone or other device to
stay in touch.
FOWL is no longer active
and the old website is
mothballed. If wetland leaders arise that want to revive
FOWL as a 501(c)4 political action committee, the
board of OWA will consider
permitting the use of FOWL
resources and intellectual
property for that purpose.
What has not changed is
our social network and our
love of a good party. The
annual meeting and Jamboree will still be held on
the banks of the beautiful
Huron River at the historic
Homer Page Farm outside
of Milan, Ohio. See page 3.
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HB 473 and Senator Manning’s Vote
by Ray Stewart

I met with my Ohio Senator
Gayle Manning (District 13) on
Thursday May 31 here in Amherst. I had been in contact with
her office concerning the Great
Lakes Compact bill HB 473.
When I called I asked her to
oppose it, especially concerning
industrial water withdrawals. The
reasons I gave were:

Senator Gayle Manning

appeal rights were restricted to
persons with property or economic interests. This organization or my own personal con-

cerns would not be heard,
Lake Erie tributaries and associated wetlands could be dewatered due to commercial water
withdrawals including the bottled
water industry, and,
Extreme amounts of water could
be removed in a single day without consequence due to a 90
day averaging rule.

bill that was supported by most
of her Republic colleagues. Without prompting, she cited the
same reasons that I just mentioned.
Hooooray, Sen. Manning.
Unfortunately the measure was
passed and at the time of this
writing is on its way to be signed
by the governor .

I asked the Senator in person
why she had voted against the

Marsh Monitoring Program
We will continue
to promote this
program across
Ohio and
throughout the
Great Lakes
States.

Last March OWA provided training for Marsh Monitoring to
groups at the Canalway Center
in Cleveland Metroparks and at
the Wellington Reservation of
the Lorain County Metroparks.
Marsh monitoring is a citizen
science protocol that collects
data on birds and amphibians.
We are nearly finished for the
season. Two bird surveys and/or
3 amphibian surveys in April,

May and June is all that is required. I hope everyone's projects are coming along.
We will continue to promote this
program across Ohio and
throughout the Great Lakes
States. We will provide further
training for subsequent seasons.
We will schedule more training
for late winter 2013. Contact
OWA for a 4 hour orientation and
training if you would like us to

come to you.
Use the message system on
Facebook at facebook.com/
OHwetlands or email to
webbedfoot@gmail.com.

FACEBOOK.COM/OHwetlands

The trumpeter swan is
returning and breeding in
Ohio thanks to reintroduction
programs and protected
wetlands.
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There is a new way to stay in
touch with the tribe of environmentalists concerned with the
protection, restoration and love
of wetlands. In the last decades,
as FOWL, we counted on our
quarterly newsletter. These were
magnificent productions led by
John Katko who composed educational and political articles that
still make devoted followers
swoon in appreciation of their
quality and ability to motivate.

OWA is more dependent on web
-based, immediate and timely
communications. Like most advocacy organizations, we are
moving to electronic communications. Our new organization is
still ramping up this capacity.
Our primary networking and
communicating tool is facebook.
Please join the core followers of
this movement by visiting our
Facebook network. Updates
occur daily. Urgent and timely
news with requests for member

actions are the mainstream of
this form of communications.
‘Like’ Ohio Wetlands Association
on Facebook and join in the dialogue. Help make ‘Wetlands for
a Better Ohio’ possible.
Our new strategy is to use mailings to inform members about
OWA, go to facebook.com/
OHwetlands for current events.
Join the conversation.
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MFAN by Ray Stewart
Under the leadership of its new director,
David Yarnold, The National Audubon Society adopted a new strategic plan this year.
At the plan’s heart are two words: conservation network. The focus on birds is
clear, as are our priorities: saving the
most important places for birds; combating climate change and mitigating its
impacts; building bird-friendly communities and cities; protecting our seas and
shores; and collaborating with foresters,
ranchers, farmers, and other landowners
to make working lands work for birds.
We will align our efforts along the four
flyways of the Western Hemisphere in
an unbroken chain of protection.
I am one of the founding volunteer members of the Mississippi Flyway Action Network (MFAN). Ohio Wetlands Association
and Audubon widely overlap in pursuit of a
healthier natural environment. Birds, wetlands and
Ohio will
all benefit
from this
common
mission.
This partnership will
strengthen
our advocacy efforts
and provide
tools and
talents as
we work
for better
public policy.

Life is a Jamboree My Friend
As we continue to evolve as an organization, many things will
change. What won’t is our love of friendships. Each year we get
together for our annual meeting, to report to our members on the
state of the organization.
Accompanying this membership meeting will be fun, food, nature
and music. Please join us for a paddle on the river, lawn games,
birding, food, drink, raffles and more. Campsites available. Well
mannered dogs are welcome.
We are continuing reduce the carbon footprint of this event. Although we will have disposable picnic supplies, we encourage you
to pack in and pack out your own cups, plates and non-recyclables.
Lets have some fun and feel good about efforts.

“The concept of flyway is essentially an operational concept linked to waterfowl whose populations one wishes to manage over their entire
migration space.”
—Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals, United Nations Environment Programme
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P.O. Box 3
Amherst, Ohio 44001

Return Service Requested

Wetlands for a Better Ohio

June 2012

Please Renew or Become a Member
Mail to:

Membership Categories

OWA Membership
P.O. Box 3
Amherst, Ohio 44001

Choose one;

Membership includes email
announcements and invitations to special events.
‘Like’ us on Facebook and
stay informed.
Facebook.com/OHwetlands

(First and Last Name)

Supporter: ____ $50/year
Standard ___ $20/year or

(mailing address)

Senior/Student ___ $10/year
Make checks payable to:
Ohio Wetlands Association
Consider also giving a gift
membership to someone who
shares an interest in wetlands.

(City, State, Zip Code)

(email address)

(date)

