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Foundation for Restoration!
By: David Hague

The Bill and Joyce Hague Foundation is pleased to announce the acquisition 
of the 64-acre Daugherty farm in Pickerington Ohio. This purchase protects a 
forest and a portion of the Sycamore Creek watershed. Restoration will involve 
the removal of invasive plant species and protection of endangered bat habitat. 
The Hague Nature Preserve will be open to the public on a limited basis 
during restoration. Folks interested in volunteering are welcome! Send inquires 
to tmfp@icloud.com. 

The Bill and Joyce Hague Foundation recognizes our responsibility to nature 
through preservation and restoration of natural areas and the promotion of 
ethical stewardship of the land. 

Bill and Joyce grew up in rural West Virginia and Ohio and spent their lives 
building a business that manufactured water treatment equipment. In addition 
to their goal of providing good water to homes around the world they spent 
spare time hiking and learning to appreciate the need to protect nature. 

The Foundation hopes you will share this enduring legacy by promoting 
restoration and protection of green spaces wherever you may live.
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Ohio Wetlands Association OEEF Mini Grant - Integrating 
Project WET, Wetlands, Water Quality, GIS, and H2Ohio into 

the 7th Grade Curriculum
By: Laura Manns

In the fall of 2021, the Ohio Wetlands Association (OWA) was awarded an OEEF mini grant for the implementation of 
a pilot project at St. Brigid of Kildare School that introduced authentic, place-based learning into the 7th grade around 
water quality issues our state is currently addressing through H2Ohio. This module was cross curricular in nature and 
included the subject areas of science, language arts, religion, and art. The module was based on Project WET and 
included 14 units in three of the subject areas; science, religion, and art, while simultaneously aligning to six state 
learning standards, four science and two language arts. 

A total of 40 students participated in the 7-week 
module that included science units on the 
hydrological cycle; ground and surface water; a 
hands-on stormwater workshop led by Linda Pettit 
from the Franklin Soil and Water Conservation 
District (FSWCD); macroinvertebrate sampling, led 
by Ray Stewart from the OWA; wetland ecology,  
a  virtual wetland field trip created by USDA 
NRCS (viewable at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pS-4Qk-mjJI), and associated concept 
map created by OWA as a field trip preview, 
and a field trip to a Honda Wetland Education 
Area at Glacier Ridge Metro Park, led by park 
naturalist Sara Segers;  presentation by Alyssa 
Yaple, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
on their H2Ohio focus of wetland enhancement, 
restoration, and creation; H2Ohio agricultural 
best management and soil health presentation by 
Brother Nick Renner from St. Charles Seminary 
Farm; and GIS lessons including exploration 
of the “How’s My Waterway” application by 
Laura Manns from OWA.  The religion and art 
component also used Project WET for students 
to analyze their individual water footprint and for 
the creation of their final project. The language 
arts component was based on the book A Long 
Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park.

In collaboration with the Metro Parks, an interactive 
wetland map was created by Josh Garver of the 
FSWCD for student use during the field trip with the 
goal of students leading a follow up family field trip. 
Nature photographer Jerry Guy generously allowed 
the use of some of his photography contained in the 
digital map. Students created a watershed mural with 
a focus on wetlands. The mural contains a digital 
interface that allows the school community to access 
more information about wetlands generally and 
Honda Wetland Education Area, specifically, through 
a QR code. As part of the language arts unit, students 
decided that they wanted to raise enough funds to 
install a well in a village in Africa. Students held three 
separate fundraising events and raised a total of 
$1,610.35, providing a water well, pump, family wash 
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station, and two hand washing stations through Catholic Relief Services. 

OWA applied for and was awarded a second grant to scale up this project. In the spring of 2023, five schools and a total 
of 575 students will participate in a range of content areas. The schools are located in Franklin, Lucas, and Putnam 
counties. Each school will be generating a final project, which they will either share with their school community 
or the larger community. An interactive wetland map will be created for Battelle Darby Wetlands through a second 
collaboration.

Additional Resources:

Science Module Outline

https://www.ohwetlands.org/2021-oeef-mini-grant.html

Interactive Wetland Map - Honda Wetland Education Area, Glacier Ridge Metro Park

https://arcg.is/nvarP

Virtual Wetland Field Trip - USDA NRCS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pS-4Qk-mjJI&t=22s

Mar Menor
By Ray Stewart

In Southeastern Spain on the Mediterranean Sea, near the city of Cartagena, a narrow 22 km long sandbar encircles a 
shallow lagoon, a saltwater marsh known as Mar Menor meaning ‘Little Sea’. Sometimes nicknamed ‘Paradise Lagoon’ 
it is home to valuable, rare and endemic species and ecosystems. In the last decade the culmination of intensive 
agriculture, land development and population growth have led to rapid eutrophication. In the summer of 2021 millions 
of dead fish washed up on the hotel studded shores of the lagoon. The double-tap of concentrated hard surfaces and 
agricultural run-off were blamed for this event. Similar events also occurred in 2016 and 2019 establishing a new and 
unacceptable normal. 

A 600,000-citizen push for action to protect the lagoon has resulted in a new initiative and a landmark law. Spain’s 
senate codified the lagoon’s right to ‘personhood’, the first such ‘Rights of Nature’ measure in Europe. OWA’s Summer 
’22 Wetland Trumpeter newsletter’s article on Pachamama describes how this ‘personhood’ notion boldly enshrined in 
Ecuador’s constitution is taking hold in other nations of the world. The Spanish law codifies Mar Menor’s ‘right to exist as 
an ecosystem and to evolve naturally’. It recognizes its right to protection, conservation and restoration. 
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The Spanish government has committed 382 million Euros to the regeneration of the lagoon. Groups of caretakers 
including local officials, scientists and residents are charged with developing a first ever Mar Menor management plan, 
a concept that had previously never been considered. Chief among the management decisions will be to reduce the 
influx of agricultural nutrients that are estimated to be about 5 metric tons a day. Hundreds of sanctions against farming 
interests have already been imposed. 

Other management initiatives will be the creation of strategic buffer zones around critical aquatic ecological areas that 
will support fish spawning and waterfowl habitat. They will also create a long-term vision that takes into consideration 
coastal dynamics, climate change and sea level rise. They will establish inclusive governance models with environmental 
NGOs to balance commercial interests. Strategic land purchases will reduce development pressure and increase public 
access to natural features. Research will inform science-based restoration. 

The effectiveness of the conservation also depends on the establishment of strong institutions, which take agreed upon 
measures. Successful management and respect for natural ‘personhood’ of nature includes well organized cooperation 
of different institutions involved in nature conservation, evidence-based information on biodiversity and natural 
process, and appropriate socioeconomic indicators with the courage to establish innovative long-term solutions.

The legal implications for a law that establishes ‘Rights of Nature’ enable a citizen to advocate for nature with ‘legal 
standing’, a hurdle that normally prevents most individuals from acting without showing personal harm. Some 
activists are asking for even more power to speak up for nature urging a charter on international law against the 
crime of ‘ecocide’. Their goal is to create legal structures that globally address all cases of serious, extensive, or long-
term damage to the environment. Essentially, it would become illegal to harm the natural environment that sustains 
us and supports all life on the planet. With a human population of 8 billion people and soaring, it’s time to consider 
Pachamama.

“The Heron: a Poem Celebrating Nature”
by Adam Willis

I believe that nature—in its infinite beauty—cannot and should not be expe-
rienced in a single, uniform way. Nature—though accessible to everyone—is 
an extremely individual thing; everybody observes the natural world in a way 
that makes sense to their particular thought process; to limit perspective is to 
kill curiosity. I know some people who see nature as an encyclopedia of sorts; 
they thrive in the never-ending game of taxonomy and identification; the bright 
red of a House Finch’s chest is a sign that they’re correct. I know others who go 
to nature for peace. To lay in the sun on a hot day, or to stand in the coolness 
of spring rain—it makes the day a little easier, life a little less complex. Some 
people see nature as a source of inspiration; the flowers, the trees, the seasons, 
the insects, the birds, the rocks, the age of the Earth, the natural order: those 
observations give some people images to draw or words to write. I’m one of 
those people; a Great Blue Heron inspired me to write the following poem:

The Heron
I see you,

under prairie golden skies, away from the highway, where tree swallow sunsets mid twilight welcome you in 
a veil of velvet purple. 

The grass sways when you sway—crayfish paint the dark water with a muddy coil. 

You freeze, you shift—

You freeze, you step—

thin legs poised, elegant; gray wings folded like the petals of a tulip; black eyebrow angled down in angelic 
indifference—

I see you,
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your yellow bill is sharp, pointed, ready to plunge. I watch it go down—it breaks the water’s skin. Crimson 
orchids bloom in the moss-colored pool—when you raise your head, I see a perch speared on your dagger beak. 

Though your hunger is diverse, I know they are your favorite. They sustain you in the most natural predation: 

fish and water bird.

And I can’t help but cheer for you. When I was a child, I called you a stork, gave you a name—

“Stanly.”

In the heat of a beige-colored, tan-dusted, dry-tasseled summer; in the cold of an amber-painted, rain-heavy 
autumn; anytime in between,

I see you,

 dressed in gray tones: black and white. Though in the Land of Sunshine, you’re wrapped in a blanket of snow. 

 Your legs—golden rods. Your bill—a gilded knife. In the forest behind me, you sleep in the sycamores. Vagrant 
winds carry you to Spain.

 And when winter comes, and the water traps pulpy leaves in a block of ice, I never lose my trust in you.

You were here when ducks ate seeds on the grassy bank. You’ve seen the red-haired girl vanish like an extin-
guished flame. You’ve seen me crying in the rose bushes, laying down on the forest floor. You’ve seen cattails over-
take the water—lilies blooming in the spring. 

Though a lifetime away, I think of you,

I see you,

 I trust you. You are my promise. 

You are kind—you’ve been with me for nineteen years. 

When evil men throw fire to the forest; when they drain the marsh for yet another shopping center; when they 
drown the sky in a void of smoke—

 I know you will still be here.

When the world changes; when I change; when I die; when I’m born anew—

still, 

forever,

I see you.

                          Diplomat for Nature
                                                                         By: Ray Stewart

In the last issue you read about Pachamama, the Mother Earth figure that 
inspired the nation of Ecuador and others to build “Rights of Nature” into their 
constitutions. This progressive movement may be getting a foothold here in the 
United States. The U.S. State Department has announced a special envoy for bio-
diversity and water resources, what some are calling the Ambassador to Nature.

 Monica Medina serves as the State Department’s assistant secretary for oceans 
and international environmental and scientific affairs. She will represent the in-
terests of nature and the U.S. at the upcoming U.N. Convention on Biological Di-
versity in Montreal in mid-December. This meeting is similar to the Paris Climate 
Summit in 2015 with many overlapping interests.

 The objective is to reverse what many are calling the 6th great extinction a global 
catastrophe on par with the end of the age of dinosaurs 65 million years ago. It is 
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estimated that conservation of 30 percent of the earth’s land a water is required to stabilize and sustain life as we know 
it. Currently the lower 48 of the U.S. has only about 5% that would qualify. Efforts to conserve natural diversity will also 
help achieve climate goals. Protection of forests and wetlands will help stabilize atmospheric carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases. Medina said, “If we can solve the biodiversity crisis, we’re a long way along the way to solving the 
climate crisis.”

Protecting biodiversity is not just about the rights of nature. The predicted threat of losing a million species is expected 
to destabilize ecosystems in all their various forms, land and sea. Food resources will collapse as pestilence increases. 
The dire consequences for people cannot be ignored. Medina says, “It’s not just about nature for nature’s sake. I think it 
is about people.”

While predictions can seem apocalyptic, Medina sees a path that leads to a future that is sustainable and prosperous 
with a positive relationship with nature. Many initiatives are well underway to establish global accords for sustainable 
oceans, not just in harvesting fish and seafood but also in the management and reduction of plastics pollution among 
other things. Congress has taken the first steps to reduce “forever” chemicals and ramping back a suite of pollutants that 
contribute to climate change. 

Today’s biodiversity actions will lead to greater food security, national security, and health and wellbeing for us in the 
United States and around the world. A clean and robust environment is not a luxury and cannot be taken for granted. 
Momentum is currently advancing from aspiration to action and achievement. The opportunities to correct our course 
will soon diminish if we do not commit to long-term and perpetual solutions. If Pachamama becomes frail and falters, 
our own future will be bleak.

USDA Wetland Reserve Easement Funding 
Now Available 

To Ohio Landowners
Apply By February 17, 2023

COLUMBUS, OH, November 7, 2022 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Ohio Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is accepting applications from landowners interested in restoring, enhancing, and protecting wetlands 
with financial and technical assistance through the Wetlands Reserve Easement Program (WRE). Applications for WRE 
are taken on a continuous basis. The deadline to apply for fiscal year 2023 funding is February 17, 2023.
Wetland Reserve Easements can help landowners protect land from development, preserve critical wildlife habitat for 
outdoor recreation, and improve water quality by filtering sediments and chemicals and reduce flooding.
“Wetlands are one of nature’s most productive ecosystems. The greatest potential for wetland restoration is working 
hand-in-hand with Ohio landowners,” said John Wilson, NRCS State Conservationist in Ohio. “Once the site is restored, 
landowners can enjoy the benefits that an easement brings – such as privacy, wildlife abundance for hunting and other 
recreation, and a legacy to be passed down to future generations.”
Many of the state’s landowners can take advantage of this program, as eligible lands include farmed or converted 
wetlands that can successfully be restored; 
croplands or grasslands subject to flooding; 
and previously restored wetlands and riparian 
areas that connect protected wetland areas.
WRE enrollment options include permanent 
easements, 30-year easements, and 30-year 
contracts. NRCS staff are available to help 
landowners plan and implement individual 
projects. The agency will pay a percent of the 
purchase value as well as restoration costs for 
each easement option. 
Find Ohio’s ranking dates as well as other 
program information on the Ohio NRCS WRE 
website or contact Barbara Baker at barbara.
baker2@usda.gov. To learn more about other 
technical and financial assistance available 
through NRCS conservation programs, visit Get 
Started with NRCS or contact your local USDA 
Service Center.
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Fenway
By : Ray Stewart

Boston, Massachusetts feels distant and formidable (since I have little experience in the East), but I recently visited for 
one day with a desire to visit the Museum of Fine Arts. My interest was piqued by the Art of the Americas Wing, with 
3,000 years of art and artifacts - especially those of Mesoamerica and the classic Maya. Amazing ceramics ruled the 
room, but the standout for me was a bronze ax. Generally considered a stone-age civilization, I was surprised to see a 
new world example of metallurgy beyond gold and silver. 

After lunch we strolled the city 
streets to get our bearings and 
a feeling of this historic city. We 
were surrounded by museums, 
universities, art, and medicine. 
Overwhelmed by these pinnacles 
of culture and learning, I caught a 
glimpse of some green space, a park 
and a street named Fenway. Drawn 
to this slice of nature, I was delight-
ed to see busy sports fields, formal 
and informal gardens, and a long, 
sinuous water feature at the heart 
of it all. I had discovered the Back 
Bay Fens. This was, indeed (and 
quite literally) the low point of my 
visit. The park is at or near (possibly 
below) sea level since there are now 
several barriers to the sea in place 
and the effect of subsidence from 
centuries of dewatering. 

 
In the early years of the 
Massachusetts Colony, this area 
had been a saltwater marsh - a spur from the tidal Charles River and only a mile or so from the Boston Harbor. This 
now vibrant heart of a city was, then, a virtual backwater. As the city of Boston grew organically, its infrastructure was 
challenged to keep up. Sewers and streets drained toward the river and the lowest points. By the 19th century this salt 
marsh was much abused and transformed into a stinking, stagnant, flood prone ‘swamp.’ 

To the rescue came Fredrick Law Olmsted, pioneer of landscape architecture and renowned designer of New York City’s 
Central Park. His dual effort of sanitary engineering and landscape design built a pleasing rendering of the meandering 

green space to the great pleasure 
of residents. In a feat of linguistic 
engineering, he rechristened the 
park “Back Bay Fens,” removing 
the negative connotations of the 
once maligned ‘swamp.’ In the 
early 20th century, the Charles 
River was dammed - removing 
tidal influences and transforming 
the newly anointed fen into, 
technically, a freshwater marsh. 
Though highly modified, it 
remains today as a green oasis 
and a glimpse of the natural 
history of this historic New 
England town.
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O h i o  W e t l a n d s  A s s o c i a t i o n
P.O. Box  3 
Amherst, Ohio 44001 
www.OHwetlands.org 

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY! 

         

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ___________________________________  STATE: _______  ZIP CODE:  _____________ 

EMAIL:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Yes, send me the newsletter electronically.

Please make check payable to OWA and mail to OWA, PO BOX 3, AMHERST, OH 44001 

WW ee tt ll aa nn dd ss   ff oo rr   aa   BB ee tt tt ee rr   OO hh ii oo J a n u a r y  2 0 1 9  I s s u e

Executive Committee 
Mark Dilley PWS, President & 
  Education Committee Chair 
Mick Micacchion, Vice President & 
  Policy Committee Chair 
Delores Cole, Treasurer &  
   Webmaster 
Ray Stewart, Secretary & 
   Communications Committee  
   Chair 

Directors 
Amelia Harris 
Brett R. Joseph, Ph. D. 
Robert Kyle 
William Mitsch, Ph.D. 
Michael Peppe 
Ric Queen 

DONATION: __________________________      TOTAL ENCLOSED: _________________________ 

 Individual $20
 Family $30
 Student $10

 Organization $40
 Senior $10
 Business $50

 Heron $100
 Bittern $500

 Rail $250
 Swan $1,000

2019 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

Time to renew your 
 OWA membership 
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O h i o  W e t l a n d s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
P.O. Box  360852  
Columbus, Ohio 43236 
www.OHwetlands.org 

Executive Committee  
Mark Dilley PWS, President & 
  Education Committee Chair 
Mick Micacchion, Vice President &
  Policy Committee Chair
Amelia Harris, Secretary
Treasurer, Joyce Marzano

Directors
Kyle Bailey
Logan Dunn
Laura Manns
William Mitsch, Ph.D.
Michael Peppe
Ric Queen
Dale Reising
Giovanna Reising

2022 SPONSORSHIP LEVELSMEMBERSHIP LEVELS

Please make check payable to OWA and mail to OWA, P.O. Box  360852 Columbus, Ohio 43236


